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At the age of 16, many young adults decide to move into 
further education. It is one of many Post 16 options and can 
offer a range of courses to meet the individual’s needs.

Further education offers continued education Post 16. Young 
people can choose to move into their school’s existing Post 
16  provision or onto a new environment such as a college 
or sixth form attached to another school. Further education 
offers the young person an opportunity to learn new skills, 
undertake a  variety of different courses and work towards 
their future goals, be that higher education, employment or 
independent living.

What’s on offer?
The courses on offer vary widely and cover a broad range 
of subjects. These can range from life skills development, 
reading, writing and numeracy up to GCSEs and A Levels. 
They also offer more vocational courses including NVQs and 
apprenticeships. Finding the right college can take time and 
some placements have waiting lists so make sure the process 
is started 18 months ahead. 

Further education provision can be located around the 
country and it is possible to stay closer to home or move 
away depending on the courses on offer, the young person’s 
wishes, and if funding is agreed. 
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Mainstream Colleges
If further education is the choice of the young person then 
arrange to visit a number of  different college providers to 
see if they meet their needs. 

Many colleges can now put in additional support, for 
example: Physiotherapy, adapted equipment and 1:1 support, 
to assist in accessing courses. The type of support on offer 
can vary so make plans to meet with the Learning Support 
Advisor or Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator as they 
will be able to give more information.

A mainstream college should have a Disability Equality 
Statement which sets out how it promotes equality for 
disabled students. Colleges have to make “reasonable 
adjustments” to enable a disabled person to study and not 
be disadvantaged by their disability. A reasonable adjustment 
could include offering one to one support, easy read 
documentation or special equipment to aid study. Speak to 
the college about all of these issues.

Many schools link up with local colleges to enable the young 
person to visit them as part of their studies. This helps them 
to settle in and become familiar with the surroundings and 
people before starting. Speak with the school to see if this 
is offered. Many colleges also have open days that give 
an opportunity to visit and speak with teachers and staff. 
However, by visiting in term time it is also possible to get a 
feel for the college when everyone is studying.
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If a local mainstream college does not offer a course that 
meets the student’s disability-related needs then a specialist 
college or post 16 provision within a special school may be an 
option.

Much specialist provision is independent and geared up to 
meet the educational needs of young people with physical 
disability and/or learning disability. Some cater for young 
people with a specific disability such as a visual impairment 
or have particular expertise in a specific field such as those 
with multi-sensory impairment or speech, language and      
communication needs.

Many people are unaware that special schools are able to 
consider young people joining them at the age of 16 from 
external schools, as well as providing further education 
options for students that joined them early in their school life.

Specialist provision offers bespoke academic and            
vocational programmes, tailored to the abilities and         
aspirations of each student. They often have links to local 
schools and colleges so students can access a wide range of 
subjects and experience different environments, whilst still 
receiving the specialist therapy and support required to make 
such placements successful.

Specialist provision can be in different areas around the 
country and some may be residential so it is important to 
consider that when making any decision.

Specialist Provision
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It is important to discuss further education at transition 
reviews. Those in attendance will be able to help with the 
application and choice of what is most suitable.

All young people will have their Statement of Special         
Education Needs (SEN), converted in to an Education, Health 
and Care Plan (EHCP) during their school leaving year, which 
will then transfer with them to college. This will detail the 
specific  educational, health or care needs support  required, 
to enable them to study effectively at college.   

If you are under 25 years of age and  your EHCP has been 
lapsed, please contact your Local Authority to see if this can 
be reinstated, if you wish to study at college. 

If you do not have,  or are not eligible for a EHCP you may be 
asked to pay full course costs. You are therefore advised to 
discuss funding  with the college. 

If you are continuing on to college, your final Annual Review 
at school will be called a Transfer Review. It will use the draft 
EHCP  to set out what the young person and their parents 
or carers want from the     future, their aims and abilities, 
learning and support needs to meet their goals and where 
is best suited to meet those needs. This will state whether            
mainstream or specialist provision is suitable.

Once agreed the EHCP will be passed to the college with 
the parent/young person’s permission and the college’s 
admissions team will be able to help with the application 
process.

Applying for College
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For some young people, further education can help them 
develop independence and grow in life.

Whether they are learning life skills or studying for academic 
or vocational qualifications Post 16 education offers a 
different environment from school. It can be a good stop gap 
between full time education and employment or other future 
goals, equipping the young person with the necessary skills to 
move forward in their life. Whatever the setting, with the right 
research and guidance, the transition to further education 
can be smooth and a beneficial experience for the young 
person.

Developing Independence

What courses does it offer?

Does it offer work experience, like skills and independence or 
travel skills?

Where will lessons be held?

Can I have a tour of the facilities?

Does the whole college have disabled access?

Can I meet prospective teachers?

How many students are on specific courses?

Questions to ask when visiting 
colleges
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How long is the college day?

Will there be free periods?

How many days a week is the course?

What individual support is available? (medical, personal care, 
speech therapy, occupational therapy, physiotherapy).

Can they offer extra equipment or support to aid learning?

Are there links between the college and the school?

Can I meet the college’s Learning Support Advisor or Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinator?

Does the college have a Disability Equality Statement? Can I 
see it?

How can I ensure the Disability Equality Statement is put in 
place?

Can transport be arranged?

How is transport funded?

Are parents informed of their child’s progress?  

How is the programme of study put together?

How often is this programme and targets reviewed?

Is there an extended curriculum available?
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Symbolised questions to ask when 
visiting colleges

What subjects can I study?

Where will lessons be?

Can I have a tour?

Is there disabled access?
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Can I meet the teachers?

How many students are there?

Which days are college days?

How long is each day?

What individual support is available? (e.g. therapies, personal 
care)
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Can I meet the college’s Learning Support Advisor  or Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinator?

Can transport be arranged?

Will my parents be told how I am doing?

How often are my targets reviewed?
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Gov.uk  
A Government website that contains useful information on 
further education.  
www.gov.uk 

National Association of Independent Schools and Non-
Maintained Special Schools.
Membership organisation working with and for         
independent schools and non-maintained special schools. 
Website has a searchable database.  
www.nasschools.org.uk 

National Union of Students. 
The national voice of students.  
www.nus.org.uk 

The Association of National Specialist Colleges. 
Membership association for independent specialist colleges. 
Website has a directory of specialist colleges.  
www.natspec.org.uk 

Useful Contacts
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Our Contact Details

Victoria Education Centre, Lindsay Road, Poole, 
Dorset, BH13 6AS.

Contact: Sue Thorns Phone: 01202 763697 
Email: sthorns@victoria.poole.sch.uk 

facebook.com/VictoriaEducationCentre

Livability, registered charity in England and Wales: 1116530
Education Centre


